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Cisburp  Rural  Sanitarp  flutboritp. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1904. 


Acreage— 

42052. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Sanitary  Board. 


Population  (1901  Census) — 

7714- 


Gentlemen — 


The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  an  exceptional  immunity  from  illness  generally. 

The  death  rate  is  lower  than  for  many  years  past,  and  the  birth  rate  shows  a  satisfactory 
increase.  The  figures  on  which  the  calculations  are  based  are  those  of  the  population  taken  at 
the  census  of  1901,  and  I  have  reason  to  think  that  the  results  on  this  basis  may  be  taken  as 
fairly  accurate. 

For  the  purpose  of  further  comparison,  the  District  has  been  divided  up  into  three  Regis¬ 
tration  areas,  viz.  :  Donhead,  Tisbury  and  Hindon. 


In  1904,  72  births  were  registered  in  the  Donhead  area,  72  in  Tisbury,  and  46  in  Hindon, 
a  total  of  190  births. 

The  subjoined  table  shows  the  birth  rate  per  1000  population  for  the  whole  District,  and 
for  its  component  registration  areas. 

Donhead  ...  ...  ...  23*5 

Tisbury  ...  ...  ...  24^4 

Hindon  ...  ...  ...  26-8 


Whole  District  ...  ...  24'6 


This  is  about  the  average  birth  rate  for  Rural  Districts  in  Wiltshire,  and  rather  higher 
than  that  for  this  District  for  the  past  ten  years. 


Fourteen  children  under  the  age  of  12  months  died  during  the  year,  viz.  :  5  in  the 

Donhead  area,  3  in  Tisbury,  and  6  in  Hindon. 

The  Infantile  Mortalities  for  the  several  areas  and  for  the  whole  District  are  subjoined. 


Donhead 

Tisbury 

Hindon 

Whole  District 


69-4 

4i'6 

io8‘8 


73-6 


1000  Births. 


This  is  a  decided  improvement  upon  last  years  infantile  death  rate  which  was  94*3,  and  is 
well  below  the  10  years  average  number.  At  the  same  time,  although  the  death  rate  of 
children  during  the  early  months  is  low  in  the  District,  I  am  of  opinion  that  many  of  the 
deaths  are  either  directly  or  indirectly  due  to  a  lack  of  appreciation  on  the  part  of  mothers  of  the 
elementary,  common  sense  principles  which  should  guide  them  in  the  care  of  their  offspring 
during  their  first  year  of  existence. 

Babies  are  fed  on  totally  unsuitable  food  causing  indigestion  and  diarrhoea  whichr  may 
either  directly  kill  them  or  predispose  them  to  other  conditions,  such  as  convulsions,  which  are 
fatal  to  them. 

It  is  in  this  direction,  more  than  in  all  the  others  combined,  that  we  must  look  for  an 
improvement  in  our  Infantile  Mortalily,  for  man)  of  these  deaths  must  be  regarded  as 
preventible. 

It  is  almost  certain  that  if  a  differential  estimate  of  infantile  death  rates  could 
be  made,  it  would  be  found  that  they  were  inversely  proportionate  to  the  social  conditions  of 
the  parents.  The  distribution  of  leaflets,  giving  simple  instructions  to  the 

mothers  on  the  care  of  their  children  both  as  regards  feeding  and  general  hygiene,  would 
certainly  be  of  some  value.  If  such  an  idea  meets  with  your  approval,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
draft  the  necessary  form,  and  would  suggest  that  the  Registrars  should  be  asked  to  give  a  copy 
to  each  parent  at  the  time  of  registration. 


Death  Rate  Only  92  deaths  were  registered.  The  average  number  for  the  past  ten  years  is  117,  so 
that  the  figures  are  satisfactory.  The  following  table  gives  the  death  rate  per  1000  population 
for  the  three  areas  and  the  combined  district. 


NUMBER 

OF  DEATHS. 

DEATH  RATE; 

Donhead 

35 

n*5 

Tisbury 

30 

IO'I 

Hindon 

27 

157 

Whole  District 

92 

11*6 

Of  this  number  39  were  over  70  years  of  age,  a  fact  which  speaks  well  for  the  longevity  of 
the  inhabitants  generally. 

Phthisis.  There  were  eight  deaths  certified  as  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  a  very  considerable 

increase  on  the  number  recorded  during  1903,  when  only  two  persons  died  from  the  disease. 
This  gives  a  Phthisis  mortality  of  i'37  per  1000  population,  a  higher  late  than  that  for  rural 
districts  in  Wiltshire,  and  is  probably  the  highest  Phthisis  death  rate  we  have  had  in  the 
District  for  many  years.* 

Infectious  Thirteen  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified. 

Diseases.  8  Scarlet  Fever.  4  Erysipelas.  1  Diphtheria. 

In  April  an  imported  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  occured  at  Berwick  St.  John.  Not  a  single 
instance  of  any  infectious  disease  was  notified  in  the  whole  District  until  October,  when  there 
was  a  case  of  Erysipelas  at  Donhead  St.  Andrew  and  another  in  November  at  Donhead  St. 
Mary.  In  the  same  month  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  appeared  at  Swallowcliffe  and  Ludwell. 

The  possible  origin  of  these  will  be  discussed  under  separate  heading.  On  the  whole  the 
District  has  been  remarkably  free  from  dangerous  infectious  diseases,  only  one  case  being 
notified  during  a  period  of  nearly  ten  months.  Whooping  Cough  appeared  in  the  early  autumn 
at  Chilmark  and  Tisbury  and  to  a  lesser  extent  in  other  parts  of  the  District  and  an  epidemic 
of  Mumps  of  some  severity  was  prevalent  in  Chilmark  in  October  and  November. 

Of  the  eight  cases  of  this  disease  the  first  occured  in  April  at  Berwick  St.  John,  and  was 
undoubtedly  contracted  outside  the  District,  the  patient  returning  home  during  the  incubation 
stage.  No  more  were  notified  until  October,  when  almost  simultaneously  two  children  at 
Swallowcliffe  and  five  at  Ludwell  contracted  the  disease. 

It  is  probable  that  all  these  cases  had  a  common  origin,  for  when  making  enquiries  regard¬ 
ing  them,  I  learned  that  a  child  living  near  the  Ludwell  group  had  recently  been  indisposed 
with  a  febrile  disease  accompanied  by  a  rash.  The  child  was  not  so  ill  as  to  alarm  its  parents 
and  it  is  possible  that  this  may  have  been  an  example  of  mild  Scarlatina  which  had  escaped 
notice. 

The  two  children  at  Swallowcliffe  had  shortly  afterwards  paid  a  visit  to  Ludwell.  The 
five  Ludwell  cases  were  all  in  one  house,  as  were  the  two  at  Swallowcliffe. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 


Diphtheria.  The  only  instance  of  Diphtheria  was  that  of  a  child  who  died  of  the  disease  at  Donhead 
St.  Andrew.  I  was  unable  to  trace  its  origin. 


Isolation 

-tiospital. 

/'l 


Occasion  for  utilising  the  cottages  at  Teffont,  for  the  purpose  of  isolating  infectious  cases, 
has  not  arisen  during  the  year.  In  the  event  of  the  necessity  occurring,  arrangements  for  the 
reception  of  patients  can  be  made  at  short  notice. 


Douse 

Accommo= 

dation. 


Eight  new  houses  have  been  completed  and  seven  have  been  made  fit  for  habitation.  Of 
the  former,  the  majority  are  of  the  better  class  residential  t)pe,  whilst  the  latter  are  cottages 
No  houses  have  been  closed  as  unfit  to  live  in,  and  twenty  have  been  cleansed  and 
limewashed. 


Over-  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  instances  of  serious  overcrowding  have  come  under 

crowding-,  observation. 


Sewerage  & 
Drainage. 


The  volume  of  sewage  passing  through  the  filters  is  gradually  increasing,  and  it  will 
become  a  question  for  consideration  whether  in  the  future  some  better  system  than  that  in 
existence  will  not  become  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  further  fouling  of  the  stream  into 
which  the  effluent  passes.  Over  80  improvements  have  been  effected  in  the  drainage  of  houses. 


Excrement  There  is  a  gradual  tendency  towards  the  abolition  of  the  old  vault  privies  and  the  substi- 
Disposal.  tution  of  earth  closets.  Twelve  of  the  latter  have  been  provided  during  the  year,  and 
altogether  thirty-two  improvements  to  closets  have  been  effected. 


Dairies  and  In  my  Annual  Report  for  1903,  I  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  I  did  not  consider  that 
Cowsheds,  sufficiently  cleanly  methods  were  adopted  in  collecting  milk  from  the  cows,  and  in  support  of 
this  view  the  result  of  an  investigation  into  the  amount  of  extraneous  matter  left  after  the  milk 
had  been  strained  was  given,  viz:  that  on  the  day  the  note  referred  to,  each  gallon  of  milk 
contained  1*58  grains  ofcowdung,  hair  and  straw  when  delivered  at  the  milk  depfit. 


Water 

Supply. 


Inspection 

Work. 


On  November  5th,  1904,  I  again  estimated  the  amount  of  impurities  present  in  that  days 
delivery  at  one  of  the  Depots,  with  the  result  that  the  dried  residue  from  710  gallons  of  milk 
weighed  234  grains,  equal  to  |  grain  per  gallon.  This  is  a  considerable  improvement  upon  the 
result  of  the  previous  estimation,  though  still  far  from  satisfactory  considering  that  the  milk  is 
supposed  to  have  been  already  strained  before  being  delivered  at  the  factory. 

If  these  facts  were  generally  known  b)  consumers  they  could  hardly  fail  to  have  a 
deleterious  effect  upon  a  most  important  industry. 

Part  3,  Paragraph  17,  Section  5  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  adopted 
by  the  Council  on. March  15th,  1900  provides  that  “  No  purveyor  of  milk  shall  cause  or  suffer 
any  cow  belonging  to  him  or  under  his  care  or  control  to  be  milked  for  the  purpose  of  obtain¬ 
ing  milk  for  sale  (a)  unless  at  the  time  of  milking,  the  udder  and  teats  of  such  cow  are 
thoroughly  clean,  and  (b)  unless  the  hands  of  the  person  milking  such  cow  are  also  thoroughly 
clean  and  free  from  all  infection  and  contamination.’’ 

I  feel  sure  that  this  excellent  provision  is  more  frequently  honoured  in  the  breach  than  in 
the  observance. 

I  would  suggest  that  a  short  circu'ar  letter  addressed  to  those  engaged  in  milk  production 
in  the  District,  pointing  out  the  desirability  of  greater  cleanliness  and  care  in  preventing  con¬ 
tamination  of  the  milk  by  extraneous  matter,  would  be  productive  of  much  improvement  in  this 
respect. 

I  do  not  wish  to  infer  that  there  is  a  general  disregard  on  the  part  of  producers,  for  the 
purity  of  the  milk,  but  think  that  whilst  many  endeavour  to  keep  it  as  free  as  possible  from 
contamination,  their  efforts  are  nullified  by  others  who  are  not  so  particular.  The  extra 
labour  involved  in  grooming  the  cows  would  not  be  great,  and  there  would  at  least  be  as  much 
reason  for  the  procedure  as  in  the  case  of  horses.  Its  costs  would  be  met  by  a  slightly 
increased  price  to  consumers. 

The  Cowsheds  themselves  are  generally  well  kept.  The  number  on  the  Register  remains 
as  before,  viz. :  135.  During  the  year  7  contraventions  were  dealt  with,  and  these  were  of  a 
minor  nature. 


A  scheme  for  providing  Tisburv  with  a  public  water  supply  has  been  considered  and 
adopted  and  now  awaits  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

During  the  year  210  houses  have  been  supplied  with  water,  a  large  proportion  being  in  the 
Semley  neighbourhood  where  a  good  supply  has  been  provided  by  private  enterprise,  d  he 
water  is  taken  from  Semley  Hill  and  is  collected  into  four  reservoirs  from  which  it  is  distri¬ 
buted  to  the  village  and  some  outlying  houses  and  farms. 

A  sample  of  this  water  was  sent  by  vour  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Count}'  Medical  Officer 
for  analysis,  and  from  his  report,  a  copv  of  which  I  append,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  a  water  of 


good  quality  and  fit  for  drinking  purposes. 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
(Equal  to  Chloride  of  Sodium) 

Free  Ammonia 
Albumoid  Ammonia  ... 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  ... 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  ... 

Poisonous  Metals 
Appearance  in  2ft.  tube 
Microscopical  Examination  of  deposit 


Parts  per  100,000 

17 

2’8 

Nil. 

0'002 

Nil. 

Very  slight  trace. 

None. 

Clear,  Bright,  Colourless. 
No  deposit. 


There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  supply  will  be  of  much  valne  to  its  immediate  neighbourhood. 


I  have  inspected  during  the  past  year  the  greater  part  of  the  District  and  visited  many  of 
the  houses.  Some  minor  defects  were  noted  but  on  the  whole  I  think  that  the  instances  of 
gross  insanitary  conditions  are  very  few.  In  a  scattered  country  District  like  this,  where  houses 
are  few  and  far  between,  there  are,  of  course,  instances  which,  if  they  existed  in  a  crowded  area 
would  be  deleterious  to  health,  but  in  isolated  positions  are  more  fitly  described  as  sanitary 
inconveniences. 

There  are  several  cottages  in  the  District  which  are  badly  in  need  of  repair,  and  one  at 
least,  which,  although  not  at  present  absolutely  unfit  for  habitation,  will  very  soon  become  so. 


Comparing  the  general  sanitary  state  of  your  district  with  that  obtaining  a  few  years  ago, 
there  is  undoubtedly  a  marked  improvement. 

It  has  not  in  any  instance  been  found  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings  in  order  to 
obtain  compliance  with  the  requests  that  have  been  made  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

The  slaughter  houses  are  kept  clean  and  I  have  exercised  a  general  supervision  over  the 
food  that  has  been  exposed  for  sale,  without  in  any  case  discovering  meat  that  was  unfit  for 
consumption. 

The  bakehouses  are  in  good  order  and  are  kept  limewashed  and  clean.  None  of  them  are 
underground,  and  their  ventilation  is  sufficient. 

Factories  &  There  is  little  work  to  be  done  in  connection  with  Factories  and  Workshops,  the  number 
WorkshODS  being  so  ^ew*  They  are  regularly  inspected.  In  all  an  abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
^  '  Act,  1901  (Sect.  133)  is  posted.  There  is  no  overcrowding. 

In  no  case  does  the  number  of  employees  amount  to  40,  so  that  the  the  special  provisions 
regarding  facilities  for  safety  in  case  of  fire  do  not  apply.  There  are,  however  ample  means  of 
escape  in  all  cases.  Seven  defects  in  cleanliness  were  observed,  five  of  which  had  by  the  end  of 
the  year  been  remedied.  It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  refer  any  matters  to  H.  M. 
Inspector  of  Factories. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  Yours  obediently, 

February  14th,  1905.  C.  A.  ENSOR. 
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